[Laparoscopic colonic resection].
We present our initial experience with laparoscopic colonic resection in 15 patients: adenocarcinoma of the colon, 10 cases, giant villous adenoma (2), arteriovenous malformation (2), and a case of benign stricture. Mean operating time was 190 minutes and there were no intraoperative complications. The margins of resection and number of resected lymph nodes in patients with malignancy were comparable to those in the conventionally operated. Mean postoperative hospital stay was 6.1 days. During a maximum follow-up of 15 months there were no wound or trocar-site recurrences. We conclude that laparoscopic colonic resection is technically feasible and safe. However, its use for treating malignant diseases of the colon needs further study.